The JKD research news is pretty good.  The gene search is now forging ahead thanks to the support and dedication of a further owner who stalwartly donated a kidney from her clear-by-pedigree bitch that had to be put to sleep because of lung cancer.  We owe her a debt of gratitude.  At another level, I have had some success in seeking an explanation for the seeming shortage of affected cases seen both in the UK and elsewhere in the world.  A recessive gene is clearly indicated everywhere, but the incidence of affected pups appears well below that expected. Only some seem to be found
One possible explanation is that some dogs are so marginally affected that they are not noticed.  This seems quite possible as there is great redundancy in kidney function.  Thus, it is known that over 70% kidney damage is needed before symptoms of kidney failure appear.  Could the missing cases therefore be due to a low level of kidney damage in many animals that have ‘the genetics’ to develop JKD?
To seek evidence for this I asked Marge Chandler (Edinburgh Vet School), to recommend and apply a screen that might be sensitive enough to detect low level kidney function.  We focussed on litter-mates of cases and were excited to find that the screen detected dogs that, as adults, did indeed exhibit a reduced function.  Have we found the missing cases?  

Currently we are urgently seeking more sibs of diagnosed JKD cases and also as many normal dogs as possible that appear clear of JKD by pedigree.  The aim is to screen them all for low level kidney function.  We need to ensure that such a low function is not commonplace in Boxers independently of JKD.  But, so far the results look most promising.  If the findings can be verified, the implications for Boxer breeding will be huge, but for the moment, obtaining and verifying the facts are the essential priorities.

